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                      HAMPSHIRE RUGBY FOOTBALL UNION


SENIOR MERIT TABLE 2011 - 2012

Ladies and Gentlemen,

This letter is by way of an introduction to me, as Chairman of the Hampshire RFU Competitions Committee and co-ordinator of all the Hampshire Merit Tables for Season 2011 - 2012, and to welcome you to the coming season in the Hampshire Senior Merit Table.
I would like to welcome back the 8 formation Clubs from our initial season last year and a very warm welcome to Newbury RFC and I wish you all an enjoyable and successful season. This is our second season and the primary objective remains to provide consistent, enjoyable, competitive rugby for the 2nd XV’s of Clubs playing League Rugby at Levels 5 – 7 whilst trying to minimise travel distances. 
I wish to advise you all that I am here to help you throughout the season, and I will always try and advise you sensibly and quickly. Feel free to contact me at any time by phone, or E-Mail. (Details below). Please nominate someone to act as your 2nd XV Contact and please pass me details of this contact.
The competing Clubs this season will be Basingstoke, Bournemouth, Chichester, Gosport and Fareham, Havant, Portsmouth, Tottonians, Trojans, and Newbury a total of 9 Clubs providing 16 fixtures across the season. These matches will be supported by an end of season Cup Competition between the competing teams, and played for a separate Trophy. The arrangements for this secondary competition have yet to be determined. (I will be making proposals shortly but if any of you have any suggestions please contact me asap.

The following Regulations have been introduced to govern this Competition. Where no Regulation is quoted then the current regulations for Hampshire RFU Merit Table Competitions will apply. These can be found on the Hampshire RFU Website or from me.
1. Entry to the Competition is by invitation only, and such entry will be restricted to the 2nd XV’s of Clubs competing at Levels 5, 6 and 7 in the National League structure. Any Club promoted to Level 4, or relegated to Level 8 will not be invited to compete in the following season.

2. The Competition will be organised and administered by the Hampshire RFU Competitions Committee. The Competition organiser will be John Collins.
3. The Competition will be based on a League format with all Clubs playing each other Home and Away. Spare dates have been programmed into the fixture list to allow for the completion of postponed matches. The only permissible reason for postponement will be the weather causing an unfit pitch.

4. Results of the Competition will be based on points as follows :- Win 3 Points, Draw 1 Point, In the event of equality of points places will be determined by game points difference.

5. The primary objective of the Competition is to try and provide continuing competitive rugby for players below 1st XV Level, and to that effect relaxations in the normal League regulations will be allowed to ensure wherever possible that matches take place and give the maximum number of players a chance to play on a regular basis.

6. Teams will nominally be required to field up to 3 replacements including at least one front row replacement, however matches may start with Uncontested Scrums if one side is incapable of fielding a proper Front Row, and the result will stand towards the Competition. Please ensure the referee is aware of the situation prior to Kick-Off. 

7. Where Clubs wish to field more than 3 replacements this is again acceptable provided both Clubs are in advance agreement, and that the referee is aware of such agreement before kick-off.

8. The Match Card procedure will not be instituted and it is hoped that Clubs will operate a “fair play” system with regards to the selection of their 2nd XV Teams.

9. Results of Matches are to be reported to the Competition organiser (John Collins) by 8pm on the Monday evening following the game Saturday. Results are to be reported by the Home Club and consistent failure to report results on time may result in Match Points penalties being imposed. This “threat”, which will hopefully not be required, should ensure that results and updated tables are available via the Hampshire Website by Tuesday morning.

10. Referees will be appointed by the Hampshire RFU Referees Society, hopefully supported by the Societies in Sussex and Dorset and Wilts and Berkshire.

CONTACT DETAILS ARE AS FOLLOWS :- 

Competition Organiser and Hampshire Competitions Chairman :- 


John Collins




4, Neelands Grove,





Paulsgrove,





Portsmouth,





Hants.





PO6 4QL





Tel – 02392 – 380859





E-Mail – john.collins543@ntlworld.com 
Once again best wishes for the season

Yours John Collins  - Competition Co-ordinator

Table Co-ordinator – Hampshire Senior Merit Table

John Collins,  4, Neelands Grove,  Paulsgrove, PORTSMOUTH,  Hants.  PO6 4QL


Tel: 02392 -380859 (H)        

e-mail: john.collins543@ntlworld.com
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