'NORTH DORSET NIGHTMARE'

North Dorset 4's 22 – Bournemouth 4's 17

The Bedouin's arrived at Slaughtergate with numbers but unfortunately the key positions of scrum and fly half were again to be filled by players playing out of position, but in true Bedouin's tradition theyacquitted themselves well but came up against an unexpectedly strong North Dorset side.

It soon became apparent that this was not the side that Bournemouth have defeated 66-19 earlier in the season, North Dorset 1sts did not have a game, their 2nds game was postponed due to an unplayable pitch and their 3rds opponents pulled out on Friday evening.

Bournemouth began the game going down hill and found it difficult to press home this advantage as they tried to settle, Dan Mallard was find life difficult at 9 being constantly pressed by his more experienced opposite number, but The Bedouin's fought well and despite conceding a 9th minute penalty they finally found their feet when full back Sam St. Barbe switched to scrum half after half a hour and allowed Mallard to seek the freedom his game desires at 15.

The move paid off after 38minutes when Steve Merifield stormed through to score and a fine conversion attempt by Ramon Mallette secured maximum points, for the first time this season the youngest pack ever to take the field for the 4's struggled but found their feet late on in the half to start tormenting the hosts.

Half – Time: North Dorset 4's 3 – Bournemouth 4's 7

The Bedouin's made two tactical changes at half time with Stephen Bowes replacing débutantee Frazer Dougan and Nick Darvill replacing Guy Andrew at 8, Mr Andrew was then called into an unexpected return to the fray when after one minute he had to replace hooker Leigh Owen who suffered what looked to be a bad ankle injury.

In the 42nd minute the visitors broke well from half way which saw Dan Mallard weave his way through North Dorset's defence to score followed by another Mallette conversion.

The hosts were finding the bounce of the ball and the referees arm were going in their direction and were somewhat fortunate to score after 55 minutes followed quickly by a converted score, Bourne fought valiantly to regain the momentum and took advantage of an easy penalty in the 67th minute to regain the lead.

North Dorset scored another fortunate try after 72 when despite what appeared to be a definite knock on they went under the posts which was converted, every muscle in The Bedouin's 15 lithe and not lithe bodies was used in the effort to score and but for some ill discipline this would have been the case.

A defeat that will leave an unsavoury taste in the mouth for a long time but again Bourne fought manfully and deserved so much more!

BOURNEMOUTH FOURTHS LINE UP:

1: SEAN BUCKLE, 2: LEIGH OWEN, 3: DAN THOMAS, 4: FRAZER DOUGAN,

5: MATT RUDYK, 6: LEE DEAN, 7: MATT NORMAN, 8: GUY ANDREW,

9: DAN MALLARD, 10: CRAIG DEAN, 11: RAMON MALLETTE, 12: ED STRICKLAND,

13: KEITH WINTERS, 14: STEVE MERIFIELD, 15: SAM ST.BARBE

SUBSTITUTES:

16: NICK DARVILL, 17: STEPHEN BOWES, 18: LUKE HUGHES, 19: TIM BUCK,

20: BEN O'SULLIVAN

SCORERS:

TRIES: MERIFIELD (38mins.), MALLARD (42mins)

CONVERSIONS: MALLETTE 2 (38 & 42mins)

PENALTY: MALLETTE (67mins)

MAN OF THE MATCH: RAMON MALLETTE

DOUGHNUT OF THE DAY: CRAIG DEAN

